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God’s Grace  

Jesus’ Resurrection

Officiant Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Lector 1 The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things 
that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 
God.  Colossians 3:1 

You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.   Acts 1:8
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CONFESSION OF SIN

The Officiant 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence Officiant and People in silence

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your Name. Amen.

Officiant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.
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Officiant O God, make speed to save us.
Lector 1 O Lord, make haste to help us.

Officiant and Lector  1          (People in silence)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, 
is now and will be forever. Amen.
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Officiant 

O gracious light, pure brightness of the ever-loving 
Father in heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes 
behold the vesper light, we sing your praises, 
O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  You are worthy at 
all times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God, O 
Giver of Life, and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Officiant and Lector 1 (People in silence)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever. Amen.

6



7

THE PSALM 22:24-30 Lectors 1 & 2

We will say the Psalm alternating by whole verse.

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; *
I will perform my vows in the presence 
of those who worship him.

25   The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: *

"May your heart live forever!"

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember 
and turn to the LORD, *

and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
27   For kingship belongs to the LORD; *

he rules over the nations.
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28     To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in  
worship; *

all who go down to the dust fall before him.
29    My soul shall live for him;

my descendants shall serve him; *
they shall be known as the LORD’s forever.

30 They shall come and make known to a people  
yet unborn *

the saving deeds that he has done.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen.
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THE FIRST READING Acts 8:26-40                   Lector 3

Lector A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the 
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 
(This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there 
was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, 
queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He 
had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; 
seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then 
the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 
So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet 
Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he 
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.    

Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb 
silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his 
humiliation justice was denied him.                                                                     
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Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away 
from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may 
I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 
someone else?” 

Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, 
he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they 
were going along the road, they came to some water; and the 
eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from 
being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both 
of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, 
and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, 
the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw 
him no more and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found 
himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, 
he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea.

Lector 3 The Word of the Lord.
Lector 1 Thanks be to God.
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CHRIST OUR PASSOVER Lector 4

Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 

therefore, let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, * 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 
death no longer has dominion over him. 

The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 
but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 

Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

For since by a man came death, * 
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 

For as in Adam all die, * 
so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.
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John  15:1-8                                                    Lector 5

Lector A Reading from the Gospel of John.

Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my 
Father is the vine grower. He removes every branch in me 
that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he 
prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been 
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in 
me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit 
by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless 
you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. 
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does 
not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; 
such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My 
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 
become my disciples.”

Lector The Word of the Lord
Lector Thanks be to God.
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THE SONG OF SIMEON Luke 2:29-32

Lector #  1            (People together in silence)

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
to go in peace as you have promised. 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior,    
whom you have prepared for all the world  

to see: A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and  
will be forever. Amen. 
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THE APOSTLES' CREED

Officiant and People together in silence

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, 
his only son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the  
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  

crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the    
living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
he holy catholic Church, the communion   

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Officiant and People together in silence

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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SUFFRAGES Lectors 1  & 2

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat you, O Lord.
That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be 
condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the 
communion of all your saints, entrusting one another and all our 
life to Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord.
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The Officiant then says one or more of the following Collects

The Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us 
so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the 
truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in 
the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Collect for Peace 
Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right 
judgements, and all just works: Give to us, your servants, that 
peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be 
fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered 
from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; 
through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.
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For Sick Persons 
Almighty God, Father of mercies and God of all comfort, our 
only help in time of need: We humbly entreat you to behold, 
visit, and relieve your sick servants for whom our prayers 
are desired: Look upon them with the eyes of your mercy; 
comfort them with a sense of your goodness; preserve them 
from the temptations of the enemy; and give them patience 
under their afflictions. In your good time, restore them to 
health, and enable them to lead the residue of their lives in 
your fear, and to your glory; and grant that finally they may 
dwell with you in life everlasting; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

A Collect for the Deceased.
Almighty God, with whom still live the spirits of those who 
die in the Lord, and with whom the souls of the faithful are 
in joy and felicity: We give you heartfelt thanks for the good 
examples of all your servants, who, having finished their 
course in faith, now find rest and refreshment. May we, with 
all who have died in the true faith of your holy Name, have 
perfect fulfillment and bliss in your eternal and everlasting 
glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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A Collect for the Presence of Christ 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is 
past; be our companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and 
awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in 
Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of 
your love. Amen.

The Officiant says, 

I invite your intercessions, petitions, and thanksgivings, 
whether silently or aloud.

The Officiant says the Concluding Prayer.

O Lord our God, accept the heartfelt prayers of your people; in 
the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us, 
and all who turn to you for help: Tend the sick, Lord Christ, 
give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, 
pity the afflicted and shield the joyous; for you are gracious, O 
lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirt, now and forever. Amen.



Bible Study
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Proper 28

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 
hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Holy Scriptures 
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1 John 4:7-21                            God Is Love New Revised Standard Version
7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not 
love does not know God, for God is love. 9 God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that 
we might live through him. 11 In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins. 11 Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us 
of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15 God abides in those 
who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16 So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God 
is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may 
have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 
fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19 We love[ because he first loved us. 
20 Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they 
have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21 The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love 
their brothers and sisters also.
1 John 4:7-21 God Is Love                                                                                    The Message
7-10 My beloved friends, let us continue to love each other since love comes from God. Everyone who loves is born of God and 
experiences a relationship with God. The person who refuses to love doesn’t know the first thing about God, because God is love—so 
you can’t know him if you don’t love. This is how God showed his love for us: God sent his only Son into the world so we might live 
through him. This is the kind of love we are talking about—not that we once upon a time loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as a sacrifice to clear away our sins and the damage they’ve done to our relationship with God. 11-12 My dear, dear friends, if God 
loved us like this, we certainly ought to love each other. No one has seen God, ever. But if we love one another, God dwells deeply 
within us, and his love becomes complete in us—perfect love! 13-16 This is how we know we’re living steadily and deeply in him, and he 
in us: He’s given us life from his life, from his very own Spirit. Also, we’ve seen for ourselves and continue to state openly that the Father 
sent his Son as Savior of the world. Everyone who confesses that Jesus is God’s Son participates continuously in an intimate 
relationship with God. We know it so well, we’ve embraced it heart and soul, this love that comes from God. 17-18 God is love. When 
we take up permanent residence in a life of love, we live in God and God lives in us. This way, love has the run of the house, becomes 
at home and mature in us, so that we’re free of worry on Judgment Day—our standing in the world is identical with Christ’s. There is no 
room in love for fear. Well-formed love banishes fear. Since fear is crippling, a fearful life—fear of death, fear of judgment—is one not 
yet fully formed in love. 19 We, though, are going to love—love and be loved. First we were loved, now we love. He loved us first. 
20-21 If anyone boasts, “I love God,” and goes right on hating his brother or sister, thinking nothing of it, he is a liar. If he won’t love the 
person he can see, how can he love the God he can’t see? The command we have from Christ is blunt: Loving God includes loving
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THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING

Officiant and People in silence

ALMIGHTY GOD, Father of all mercies, we your
unworthy servants give you humble thanks for
all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and
to all whom you have made. We bless you for our
creation, preservation, and all the blessings of
this life; but above all for your immeasurable
love in the redemption of the world by our Lord
Jesus Crist; for the means of grace, and for the
hope of glory. And we pray, give us such an
awareness of your mercies, that with truly
thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving
up ourselves to your service, and by walking
before you in holiness and righteousness all our
days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory
throughout all ages. Amen.
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one 
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you 
have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

A Collect for Aid against Perils
Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night, for the 
love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Officiant concludes with one of the following

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all 
evermore. Amen. 2 Cor. 13:14

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in 
believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Romans 15:13
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